
SCE Comments on 
CEC I MCommittee Report -Strategic b s m i s s i o n  Investment 

Integrated Energy policy ~ e p o k  Proceeding (06-IEP-1q RECD, S E P  1 2 m~u 

SCE continues to support the development of a comprehensive transmission investment 

plan that stimulates transmission investments to ensure reliability, relieve congestion, and 

meet future growth in load and generation, including generation from renewable 

resources. SCE believes the CEC plays an important role in the development and 

facilitation of transmission construction and strongly encourages the implementation of 

changes to current processes and procedures that will ultimately lead to greater 

efficiencies and streamlining of the cment transmission permitting and siting processes. 

Specifically, the CEC should continue to focus its efforts on the designation of 

transmission corridors and environmental information associated with these comdors. 

SCE wholly supports the CEC-led comdor planning processes under Section 368 of the 

Energy Policy Act of 2005 and Senate Bill 1059. Further, SCE continues to believe an 

extension to the length of time a utility is permitted to keep the costs of land acquired for 

future needs in rate base is also meaningful and should be pursued. Clearly, the current 

five-year land banking requirement is not sufficient for utilities to perform long-term 

planning and adversely affects the development of transmission in critical areas of the 

state. SCE strongly encourages the CEC to work closely with the CPUC in establishing a 

proceeding to explore land banking issues and draft legislation revising the current statute 

to allow utilities to set aside land in rate base for longer periods of time than currently 

allowed by law. 

As SCE previously stated in its comments filed in response to the CEC Staff Report 

Prepared in Support of the 2005 Integrated Energy Policy Report, Proceeding (04-IEP- 

01F), and again in response to the 2005 Strategic Transmission Investment Plan, 

SCE believes the establishment of a biological database to assess the environmental 

implications associated with transmission corridors will also help to facilitate the timely 

development of transmission facilities. While SCE's Planning Alternative Comdors for 

Transmission Lines (PACT) model will help ensure timely development of a web-based, 



decision-making tool for assessing alternative transmission routes based upon 

environmental and engineering values, this model is based upon information prepared by 

utilities when studying specific transmission facility locations. SCE believes there is also 

a strong need for a database that can be used as a screening tool to determine better 

locations for transmission lines prior to the actual route designation process. Simply put, 

databases will help develop better conceptual comdors and transmission projects. With a 

better understanding of where development in a comdor will result in the least amount of 

environmental impacts, the time required for transmission siting could be decreased while 

conserving as much of the natural habitat as possible. Any transmission line sited in that 

particular corridor would not need a separate environmental assessment. Instead, a 

programmatic EIR would be created that is related to a specific comdor and not a 

specific transmission project. These studies would fit nicely with the environmental 

studies prepared in concert with the comdors designated under Section 368 of the Energy 

Policy Act. As CEC staff summarized in its report titled, "A Roadmap for Pier Research 

on Biological Issues of Siting and Managing Transmission Line Rights-of-way," issued 

in April 2004 (April 2004 Report), transmission comdors are often quite long and can 

affect several habitat types and species of concern within one comdor. Siting new lines 

is often complicated and lengthy and is also subject to public opposition due to 

biological, visual, real estate value, and health concerns. Strategies that identify 

opportunities to promote conservation within rights-of-way while maintaining system 

reliability could contribute to statewide conservation efforts, reduce negative public 

perception, and facilitate the siting of new, much-needed transmission lines.' Further, 

allowing utilities to designate and set aside corridors upfiont could be a means to 

implement mitigation strategies and land conservation arrangements for environmental 

concerns. Such a process will allow utilities to set aside land for future use while 

preserving certain qualities associated with that land before, during, and after the 

construction of transmission facilities in the comdor. 

Below, SCE has provided specific comments, by chapter, on the Draft Joint Committees 

Report of the 2007 Strategic Transmission Investment Plan ("Plan"). Many of the same 

' Publication Number 500-04-03 1, p. i 










